THE AIMS  OF THE REVOLUTION IN FOREIGN POLICY

country," which could not be allowed a right of self-deter-
mination because they have not the capacity for self-deter-
mination. "In this sense the final aim of National Socialism,"
says Rudolf Hess, "is certainly the application of sound
common sense." So says Haushofer; and Hess is his disciple.

DEFENCE UNION
It is useful to recall the political ideas of the War years in
order to find an explanation of the present aims of National
Socialism in regard to the east of Europe. Professor Sering1, in
the introduction to his book, published in 1917, on the signi-
ficance of western Russia to the development of Central
Europe (Westrussland in seiner Bedeutung filr die Entwicklung
Mitteleuropas), writes that it would be contrary to German
intentions to try to set up an empire; "what is proposed is
rather to unite the States of the sections of Europe around the
nucleus strengthened by the War, for the joint defence of their
independence. In such defence unions lies the basis also for the
participation with equal rights and the free development of the
smaller nations." These are exactly the practical ideas of the
future political activity of the Third Reich outside the central
German national territory for the formation of a sort of
federation of States. The "strengthened nucleus" for the joint
defence of the independence of these States is the Greater
Germany within the frontiers temporarily fixed after March
13th, 1938, and after September, 1938. This nucleus is
strengthened by the national discipline of National Socialism
and the principle of the new control. Thus strengthened,
Greater Germany is in a position to offer a real support to all
States joining her, and the guarantee of their independence,
subject only to a few servitudes. After the protection on paper
offered by collective security has proved an illusion in face of